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University of Toronto 


DEVELOPMENT AND UNIVERSITY RELATIONS, SIMCOE HALL, ROOM 112 


26 January 1989 


Chris Brown 

6267 Castille Ct. 
Orleans, Ontario 
K1C 1X4 


Dear Chris: 


Thank you for your letter of January 14 to President Connell with respect 
to a report by Dr. Donna Stewart in the Canadian Medical Association Journal 
of November, 1985. I am replying on his behalf. 


The University of Toronto, like other universities, has both a long- 
established tradition and a well-defined policy with regard to academic 
freedom. Briefly stated, the University cannot and should not interfere in 
the legitimate research of its scholars. 


One of the purposes of scholarly publication is to permit other scholars 
to scrutinize and criticize research. Dr. Stewart's article in the CMA 
Journal would have been subject to such scrutiny, giving other scholars the 
opportunity to refute or support her findings. They may well have responded 
in subsequent issues or in other publications. 


The University as an institution cannot and must not sit in judgment over 
the research of its faculty. The foundation of the university system in the 
Western world is based on criticism by scholars of each other's work, not by 
the institution which employs them. 


I would hope that you have conveyed your concerns about Dr. Stewart's 
work directly to her. It is important for her work that she be aware of 


those who criticize her research as well as those who support it. 


Sincerely, 


(4 Harvey 


Assistant Vice-President, 
Public Affairs 


ce: G. Connell 
D. Stewart 


27 King's College Circle, Toronto, Ontario M5S 1A1 416-978-6310 
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